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   No fireworks or brawls from the newly divided legislature as might have been expected with the Republicans in charge of the Senate for the first time in ten years, but then it's early in the session. The citizens of Colorado are benefiting from the mix of returning and new legislators – some really interesting bills have already been filed. 
House Bill 15-1016:  That “clear gold” as precipitation in Colorado is often referred to is the subject of HB 1016. Precipitation harvesting was the subject of House Bill 09-1129 which established a 10-year pilot program for the collection of precipitation from rooftops for non-potable use. Provisions in the bill was for a program that could include up to 10 new residential or mixed-use developments.
   HB 1016 (recommended by the Water Resources Review Committee, changes the requirements for the program to encourage more applicants, and would allow for the following changes:
· making development projects eligible for the program;
· directing the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) to update the criteria and guidelines for projects;
· reducing the amount of water needed for a project's temporary substitute water supply plan and permanent augmentation plan; and
· specifying that a project's temporary retention of storm water is not subject to the order of the state or division engineers if its in compliance with CWCB criteria, guidelines, and state water quality laws.
   Since HB 09-1129 went into effect, to date, only one project has been approved and is subject to annual review, generating actual revenue from the project of $6,800.00 annually.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 15-1016:  Representative Don Coram (R-Dolores, Montezuma, Montrose, San Miguel) 866-2955; Senator Jerry Sonnenberg (R-Cheyenne, Elbert, Kit Carson, Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, Phillip, Sedgwick, Washington, Weld, Yuma) 866-6360.
House Bill 15-1049:  The right to use deadly force by an occupant of a dwelling against an intruder is provided for in Section 18-1-704.5 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, and applies if the occupant reasonably believes that the intruder “is committing, has committed, or intends to commit a crime other than the unlawful entry,” and “might use any physical force against the occupant.” In this situation, such occupants who use physical force, including deadly physical force, are immune from criminal prosecution and civil liability.
   Occupants of a dwelling are also permitted to use physical force “in order to defend oneself or a third party from what is reasonably believed to be the use or imminent use of unlawful physical force.” To be eligible for immunity under this situation, a person must reasonably believe a lesser degree of force is inadequate and:
· the individual has reasonable grounds to believe that he or she or another person is in imminent danger of being killed or of receiving great bodily injury;
· the other person is using or reasonably appears about to use physical force against an occupant of a dwelling or business establishment while committing or attempting to commit burglary; or
· the other person is committing or reasonably appears about to commit kidnapping, robbery or sexual; assault.  
   HB 1049, if passed as enacted, adds “a place of business to the locations that may be defended with deadly physical force and specified that an owner, manager, or employee of a business is immune from criminal prosecution and civil liability for defending a place of business using deadly force” if the conditions are met as set forth in Section 18-1-704.5 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 15-1049:  Representative Justin Everett (R-Jefferson) 866-2927l Senator Kevin Grantham (R-Clear Creek, El Paso, Fremont. Park Teller) 866-4877.
   House Bill 15-1050:  After the emotionally charged 2014 legislative session, gun control issues will get a lot of attention during this General Assembly. The 2013 session saw passage of two key pieces of legislation affecting background checks and the transfer of firearms – HB 13-1228, imposing a fee for instant background checks for concealed background checks, and HB 13-1229 expanded the type of transfers that required an instant criminal background check.
   HB 14-1276 established the Statewide Instant Criminal Background Check (Instacheck) system to perform background checks prior to all firearm transfers and to process appeals of denials, with the Colorado Bureau of Investigation as the state's point-of-contact for Instachecks which also processes background checks for concealed carry permit applications.  
   If passed as introduced, HB 1050 “removes the requirement that anyone who is not a licensed gun dealer require a criminal background check and approval of the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in the Department of Public Safety in order to transfer a firearm to another person,” and “repeals the requirement that the CBI  impose a fee for conducting an instant criminal background check for the transfer of a firearm.”
   More simply stated,  persons other than licensed gun dealers wishing to transfer a firearm to another person are not required to have a criminal background check done on that person or approval of the CBI. The CBI imposed fee would also be repealed.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 15-1050:  Representative Janak Joshi (R-El Paso) 866-2937; and Senator Laura J Woods (R-Jefferson) 866-4840.
House Bill 5-1072:  Internet electronic harassment includes several types of  communications intended to “harass, threaten bodily injury or property damage or make obscene comments requests or suggestions that are made by telephone, telephone network, data network, text message, instant message, computer, computer network or computer system.”
   HB 1072 broadens the language to include “both direct and indirect communications and language directed toward a person through the various communication methods in the statute.”
   Harassment of a person because of race, color, religion, ancestry or national origin is a class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $500.00 to $5,000.00, 6 to 18 months in a county jail or both, of which there were eight convictions in the last three years. Class 3 harassment is punishable with a term of up to six months in a county jail, a fine of $50.00 to $750.000, or both, of which there were 3,092 cases in the previous three years.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 15-1072:  Representative  Rhonda Fields (D-Arapahoe) 866-3911; and Senator Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe) 866-4846.
House Bill 15-1092:  Most ordinary citizens are uninformed about the specifics of a form of local government in Colorado known as special districts authorized by Title 32 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, of which there are 2,034 existing in the state at this writing. As background, special districts may be organized for a variety of specific purposes:  provision of water and sewer services, recreation, or mosquito abatement. The more common forms of special districts in Colorado include fire protection districts and metropolitan (multi-purpose districts). Current law requires special districts to file copies of their annual budgets with the division of local government in the department of local affairs.
   HB 1092 will expand the filing requirements for special districts:   
· requires a special district to include a copy of certain resolutions in its annual budget filing with the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA);
· changes the responsibility for electronically posting special district election results from the Secretary of State (SOS) to DOLA, eliminating statutory direction for the General Assembly to make appropriations to the SOS for this service;
· requires a court order of a special district name change to be filed with the county clerk for the name change to be effective;
· requires the governing board of a special district to call for nominations for a special election when the sitting board was appointed by the board of county commissioners due to vacancies;
· requires the special district to include its name within the name of any special improvement district it establishes as a sub-entity; and
· reorganizes provisions concerning the public disclosure of contact information, board members, meeting times, tax rates and elections.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1092:  Representative Steve Lebstock (D-Adams) 866-2931. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
Senate Bill 25-042:  Animals will finally get some much needed protection if SB 042 passes. “Any person, including specified professionals and public officials, who witnesses or has knowledge of the abandonment, mistreatment or neglect (abuse) of an animal [must] report the abuse to the animal's owner or law enforcement within 48 hours.” Failure to do so or knowingly filing a false report is punishable as a class 3 misdemeanor.
   Local law enforcement workload will increase due to the necessity of investigating any complaints received, as well as for district attorneys' offices that prosecute offenses.
   Due to the penalty for a class 3 misdemeanor (0 to 6 months in jail), county jail costs are expected to increase.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-042:  Senator Jerry Sonnenberg (R-Cheyenne, Elbert, Kit Carson, Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, Phillip, Sedgwick, Washington, Weld, Yuma) 866-6360; and Representative Jon Becker (R-Cheyenne, Kit Carson, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick, Yuma) 866-3706.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
